March 3, 2011
Dear Representative:
As representatives of the undersigned organizations, we urge you to support H.R.
3, the No Taxpayer Funding of Abortion Act, and to oppose all amendments that
would weaken H.R. 3 in the Judiciary Committee’s full Committee markup on
Thursday.
The No Taxpayer Funding of Abortion Act, introduced by Representatives Chris
Smith (R-NJ) and Dan Lipinski (D-IL) in January, establishes a permanent
government-wide prohibition on taxpayer funding for abortion and insurance
coverage that includes abortion.
Importantly, H.R. 3 also codifies the Hyde-Weldon amendment to protect health
care providers, health care institutions, and health insurance providers against
discrimination by the government on the basis that they do not provide, pay for,
provide coverage of, or refer for abortions. H.R. 3 prevents government
discrimination by ensuring that health care entities are not forced to violate their
conscience. Moreover, H.R. 3 safeguards the many men and women who seek, for
themselves or their children, health care providers, hospitals, and insurance plans
that do not support abortion.
H.R. 3 also contains a private right of action for health care providers whose
conscience rights have been violated or threatened. Without a private right of
action, health care providers are dependent on the government to pursue their case.
The recent weakening of federal regulations designed to protect conscience rights
underscores the necessity for Congressional action in this regard; health care
providers must have an effective means to enforce their rights written in the law.
The protection of the basic civil right to provide care without participating in lifedestructive activities must not be dependent on the whims of an Administration
that has made expanding abortion central to its mission.
The principle that nobody should be forced to participate in an abortion is
common-sense, but attacks on conscience are commonplace. The abortion
industry has made it clear that its agenda includes targeting the constitutional rights
of those who disagree with them by seeking to compel healthcare professionals,
Catholic hospitals, and other unwilling groups and individuals to participate in
abortions regardless of their religious, moral, or ethical convictions against the
practice.

To ensure that health care providers’ rights of conscience are protected, and to
ensure that Americans are not forced to support abortion and subsidize the abortion
industry with their tax dollars, we ask that you support H.R. 3.
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